
October 16 2022 - Homily Notes – 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Theme: Persistence in Life and in Prayer applied to being parishioners of St. Boniface 

Readings: Ex 17:8-13, 2 Tim 3:14-4:2, Lk 18:1-8 
 

1. Summary: As we journey with Jesus toward Jerusalem as his disciples, we obtain a valuable 
lesson in how vigorous and how persistent we must be in life in order to gain success in general, 
and how diligent and persistent we must be in prayer in order to gain success over sin and evil. 
 

Example of friend seeking a good woman to marry. Two weeks of prayer is not enough! 
To get a good woman, not just prayer. Also, virtuous life. Example of marriage from  

drug culture. 
Thus, the first reading and Gospel illustrate prayer. Second reading calls for virtue. 
This weekend we will apply this to our life as parishioners in our parish. 

 
2. Notes on the readings: 
Ex 17:8-13 – “Victory over Amalek” The prayers of Moses are one of the greatest examples of 
intercessory prayer (supplication).  (See CCC, #2574 – 2577 on “Moses and the prayer of the 
mediator.” 

Moses instructed Joshua when and how to enter into battle. 
Even Moses needed help to keep his arms raised. Are we willing to support our  

intercessors? 
This is a good example of how the Christian life is not only an individual journey, but a  
          journey that needs companions, doctrinally and scripturally informed companions. 

 

3. Second reading: Let us remember the importance of the sacred Scriptures: 
 “Which are capable of giving you wisdom for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All 
Scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for refutation, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness, so that one who belongs to God may be competent, 
equipped for every good work.” 

Is this not a big part of our responsibility as parishioners of our community, to provide this for 
one another, especially for our children? 
 
4. Lk 18:1-8 – The parable of the Judge and the widow.  Jesus tells us, “Pray always without 
becoming weary.” 
     The first aspect Jesus sets forth here is the continuous bothering of the judge by the widow. 
     The theme is developed through a process of reasoning. If a corrupt judge gives in to the 
persistence of a defenseless widow, how much more will the perfect and just judge who is God 
hear us?  
 
5. Let us apply this to us being members of our parish.  Who are we? Before we were baptized, 
we were under a death sentence, we belonged to the Devil, the dark side. But by our baptism 
we have been given the gift of eternal life. Death and sin no longer rule us. Without baptism we 
cannot hope for eternal life. Eternal life is only possible with God. Baptism makes us citizens of 
God’s Kingdom, citizens of Heaven, citizens of His Church. 
 
6. Being a parishioner is our response, our acceptance of being admitted into the church 
founded by Jesus Christ. We show our gratitude to God by our response to the Church. The 
Church is not just some general, theoretical group of the baptized. The Church is geographical 
and local. Our Diocese is geographical. The Diocese of Tyler consists of thirty-three counties in 



northeast Tyler with our Bishop, Bishop Strickland as our Pastor. We are divided into parishes, 
and each parish has a territory it is responsible for. See the map of the Diocese and of our parish. 
Our parish consists of all the local Christian believers, parishioners united in Communion with 
Christ.  
 
7. St Paul frequently wrote to his flock to encourage them to work together, to be of one 
mind, one Baptism, one Faith, one Bread. Our word for that is “Parishioner”. If we accept our 
Baptism and the redemption from sin and death, then we need to respond! We should thank 
God for this precious gift! We need to say to God as the Psalmist said, “Here am I, Lord; I come 
to do your will.” 
 
8. We already have your redemption and promise. But we need to respond and give thanks. 
When we become parishioners, we say to the Church, “Count on me. Here am I; I come to do 
your will.” 
 
9. We worship with our fellow parishioners in assembly on Sundays and Holy Days. We 
offer our ministry through the Church, with the community. We offer our time, our talent 
and our treasure for the sake of building up the Church of our Lord, Jesus Christ, recognizing 
that everything we have comes from God and we are eternally grateful. When we register as 
parishioners, we say, “I’m committed to you”, and “You can count on me”, much like we do in 
the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony or Holy Orders. 
 
10. We are not baptized simply to come to Mass when we feel like it, uncommitted, 
anonymous, looking for something to feed us. It is wrong to simply justify our lack of 
commitment by saying, “I shop around until I find a church ghat gives me what I need.” Too 
many people wish to remain anonymous, disconnected, independent, uncommitted. Instead, 
we say, “Here am I, Lord, I come to do your will.” As parishioners we want the Church to know 
we are here, and that the Church can count on us. “Here am I Lord; I come to do your will. 
Count on me.” 
 
11. So, in the context of this morning’s readings, let us pray to God to help us as parishioners, 
with arms outstretched, even with the help of others, in valiant effort. 
Let us pray to God to rely on Jesus, based on the Sacred Scriptures, to be competent for every 
good work. 
Let us be persistent in prayer, like the widow before the judge, asking God to help us become 
really good members of our parish, St. Boniface, here in Henderson County. 
 
12. Let us respond, as did Isaiah, to the call of God, “Here I am Lord; I come to do your will!” 
 
 

13. The three questions: 
1. What is the one decision I should offer up to God at the time of the offering? 
2. What is the one thing God wants me to get out of this Mass to become the better-version-of-
myself. 
3. What are the key insights to Christian living that are so important that I need to teach and 
discipline my children into becoming? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Additional reflections: 
     6. A Caution: Notice that this passage does not say that we are to be guided by Scripture alone. It is 
laying out various very important functions of Sacred Scripture. But see, 2 Thess 2:15,  

“Therefore, brothers, stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that you were taught, either by an 
oral statement or by a letter of ours.” 

 
     7. This reading does say, “All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, refutation, 
correction and training in righteousness, so that one who belongs to God may be competent, equipped for 
every good work”. Pastors and deacons, including catechists must preach and teach the Word, being 
persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient, convincing, reprimanding, encouraging through all 
patience and teaching.” In this function also, perseverance is tremendously important. 
 

     8. A warning – we must be careful. One can do this kind of correction in a destructive form. It is 
better to consult with the pastor or one of the church leaders concerning something that could be difficult 
or problematical. 
 

     9. The Catechism teaches us from this reading that there is no holiness without self-renunciation 
and spiritual combat (2 Tim 4 (CCC) 2015).  

“Spiritual progress entails the ascesis and mortification that gradually lead to living in the peace and joy of the 
Beatitudes.” “The children of our holy mother the Church rightly hope for the grace of final perseverance and the 
recompense of God the Father for the good works accomplished with his grace in communion with Jesus. Keeping the 
same rule of life, believers share the “blessed hope” of those whom the divine mercy gathers into the “holy city, the 
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband” (CCC 2016)  

 

     10. The tactics of the Evil One are powerful. We need effective weapons and a persistent spirit in 
order to overcome the enemy. The Word of God is particularly powerful. See Heb 4:12: 
     “For the Word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the  
     division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.” 
 
12.  Historical Background to the Gospel: This parable is based on the corrupt Roman legal practices 
prevalent in Palestine at the time of Jesus. It appears that this judge would have been one of the paid 
magistrates appointed either by Herod or by the Romans, since ordinary Jewish disputes were judged 
before the Jewish elders. Such judges were avaricious, corrupt, and without fear of God or the public. 
People called them “robber judges.” Widows were particularly vulnerable. But this woman had a special 
weapon, a dogged persistence which gave the judge no peace. The entire community would have 
witnessed her repeated badgering of this unjust man who finally had to yield. Jesus’ point being that God 
is much more responsive than this rascal judge and that we should have faith in Him and His justice. 
 
13. Perseverance is an important, necessary quality for Christians to have. See Lk 21:19, Rom 2:7; 
5:3; 15:4 and 2 Thess 1:4. Note that in Rom 15:4 the Scriptures are important to our perseverance. 
 

In the Catechism of the Catholic Church we can see that the spiritual tradition of the Church has considered that this 
parable of Jesus is related to Jacob, who before he came back to meet his brother Esau, struggled the entire night with 
a mysterious “someone” who refused to reveal his name, but who blessed him before leaving him. This was a combat 
of the faith and a victory for perseverance (CCC 2575, Gn 32:25-31). 
 

14. Summary: First, like the people of Israel we are in a spiritual war against evil and sin. We need to be  
          prepared to “hang tough”. Regular, persistent prayer is very important in guiding us. 
     Second, we need to be armed with spiritual weapons (See Eph 6:11-19 – “Put on the armor of God so  
     that you may be able to stand firm against the tactics of the devil.” Especially the sword of the Spirit,      
     which is the Word of God” [Eph 6:17]). 
 

In the battle against sin, is it not necessary to meditate and pray over the list of sins and situations which are related to 
the Ten Commandments? And to the sixty-five serious sins from St. Paul? In the Bible, we can see that the matter of 
sin is very serious. This we must overcome, both for ourselves and our families.  

 

 

15. Life application: 



1. Our Bishop today calls for us to attend Mass weekly and to receive communion “frequently.” Let 
us remember that the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is the highest and most important form of prayer 
in the Church. This practice brings us many benefits (see summary sheet) and fulfills the will of 
God (3rd Commandment). 

2. Perseverance in prayer is necessary for worldly and spiritual success. 
Example – making it in school, obtaining the best education possible. 
Example – doing battle with vice and sin, developing virtue (good habits). 
Example – protecting our marriages and overcoming discouragement and depression. 
Example – identifying worthy intercessors to assist us (as did Moses). 

3. How can we develop this “persistence in prayer” as a habit for ourselves, and our family? 
4. What can we do to develop better the four key spiritual disciplines identified by our Bishop: 

Prayer, Penance, Fasting, and Almsgiving? 
 
 


